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             Response to New York Times (May 2, 2008) -- Editorial: ”Notes from the War on Terror.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………..……
The May 2nd editorial “Notes from the War on Terror” weakened many of its own arguments by failing to address any of the arguments the Bush Administration has used to defend its controversial actions related to the War on Terror …. The tone the author takes towards the government’s need to act is swift and occasionally unsavory ways in the War on Terror demonstrates the belief of the author that the government’s high priority on international terrorism is misplaced …. The next administration will certainly inherit a number of complicated issues and be tasked with ending the war in some tangible form by the end of their first term.  A large part of doing that successfully will be the participation of informed citizens and vigilant press holding people and agencies accountable when they might not otherwise be.  
The abuse of harsh interrogation techniques is hard to cure also because of the assertive role that the Bush administration has played over the Congress …. Not enough oversight and not enough check and balance from the Congress over the President during the Bush administration need to be corrected in the next administration.
While the actions of the CIA can be argued to be illegal, the support given to the CIA by the Bush Administration amounts to a grave injustice and can be argued to be worse than the actions because of the precendent that they set ….. The current administration has capitalized on the fear of terror in the minds of the American people in order to grab power from any source that it can …. It kills me to be a pessimist but it will take a very long time to undo what this administration has done.  

Our government functions on the basic premise of the separation of powers and a system of checks and balances.  It is under this system that we are able to ensure that one branch of our government does not hold an unequal amount of authority or operate under a veil of secrecy.  Yet in his more than seven years in office, President Bush has done more to assert Executive authority and skirt any effort by Congress to question his actions and those of his Administration.  Sadly, he operated for six years with almost full compliance from a Congress unwilling to challenge its political leader.  As a result, the actions of the Executive went unchecked and we are all paying the price for this negligence.
The Executive Branch has been allowed to take many liberties during this administration, Congress has not seemed to mind giving the Executive Branch all this power, and the Judiciary Branch seems to have been fairly silent on the issues. These three factors have left little oversight of each branch from the other two. Thus it is no wonder that America seems to be in such a conundrum and is seen as having dual standards …. We have three branches that are to do checks and balances. Checking and balancing has taken a back seat to the want of strengthening our national security out of fear of the next terrorist attack on U.S. soil. 

I was immediately reminded of the old saying, “if you want to do it right, you have to do it yourself.”  Unfortunately, it seems that neither the international body, the US, nor the nations with high concentrations of suspected terrorists are doing anything right …. While Bush may be at his lowest approval rating since entering office, I do not hate him, nor do I feel that he has any poor intentions with regard to assuring our national security.  However, he needs to make a more valiant effort at bringing the international body on our side.  

The editorial of May 2, 2008 reads can barely contain its frustration, anger, and downright disdain for this political administration.  While I agree in broad terms with some of these sentiments, I can’t help but think that such blatantly partisan overtones distracts from the key message of the day – that President Bush and his administration have reversed years of US policy and legal precedent on torture and in doing so have severely degraded America’s US ability to fight and win the war on terror …. Bush’s policies are illegal. But they are also wrong.  America must worry about both law and policy.  The country must set itself on a course that can overcome the mistakes of this Administration.  We can only hope this is possible. 

The extraordinary consolidation of power by President George Bush into the hands of the Executive Branch will most likely be one of the hardest legacies left for the new administration, Democrat or Republican, to unravel.  We were blessed with a Constitution that gave us three eyes with which to view our legal orders and our rights, the Executive, the Legislative and the Judicial Branches of our government.  George Bush has done his best to take us back to Homeric times by giving us a sickening vision of a one-eyed government; a giant Cyclops known more for aggressive display of power and foul temperedness, just like the mythical version ….  There is little question that President Bush has used the Justice Department to cement his assertion that his role as Commander in Chief trumped every other consideration and granted him wide latitude to impound information.  

The Bush Administration is digging the U.S. into a deeper hole concerning torture and human rights.  He is not only usurping the laws of the land, but he is making up the rules as he goes along …. Bush has twisted the laws so bad that a Supreme Court ruling could not stop him from running an outlaw system of courts in Guantanamo Bay …. Whoever is next in line to lead this country will have a lot of issues to tackle that will take not only months, but also years to uncover.  A new commission will have to be developed to address the terror related issues involving human right violations.

As much as I do not agree with Mr. Bush's policies, it must be noted that he has made an effort to try to circumvent the Geneva Conventions by coming up with ingenuous and creative ways such as extraordinary renditions, Guantanamo Bay, and even on the exact definition of torture …. Though I hate to admit it, the administration was clever enough to find loopholes which make it nearly impossible to render legal action against them, at least with our current level of knowledge and in the absence of new incriminating evidence. 

The framers of the Constitution are surely rolling over in their graves, and all Americans should be afraid. They should be afraid because the President of the United States is acting in a manner that is inconsistent with the values that our country was founded on …. The bottom line is that we must clean up our act. We must abide by the rules that we expect other countries to abide by, and we must follow our own laws. No person or Administration is above the law, and to state or act otherwise would undermine American intentions, and our pursuit to help other counties achieve peace and democracy. We cannot afford to continue to have our name dragged through the mud in the international community. 

Truthfully, the worst impact of the Bush Administrations misdoings is the severe negative impact that it created on the standing of the U.S. in the international community.  I don’t believe that the international community will view any U.S. court decision—Tribunal or Federal—rendered against any detainee as a legitimate form of justice.  The only way out is for the detainees to be tried in an International Tribunal—with Islamic representation—and be offered the opportunity for freedom and fair trial.
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