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     Court Orders U.K. to Release U.S. Intelligence on Detainee 

                                         By ALISTAIR MACDONALD 

A British court ruled that the British government must disclose U.S. intelligence related to the alleged torture of a former Guantanamo Bay detainee, a move the U.K. argued could jeopardize future intelligence sharing.

Britain's High Court ruled Friday that seven paragraphs that were removed from material released after a 2008 ruling on the case of British resident Binyam Mohamed should be made public. The court said releasing the redacted material was in the public interest, and ruled that doing so would pose no serious threat to U.K. national security -- reversing a decision it made last year when it chose to withhold the paragraphs.
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                            British resident Binyam Mohamed, a former detainee at Guantanamo Bay, seen in London in August
The material won't be released until an appeal by the U.K. Foreign Office is heard. Foreign Secretary David Miliband said the ruling goes to the "heart of the efforts" made to defend national security. The U.K. says that the U.S. has threatened to downgrade intelligence cooperation if the details are released.

But a U.S. intelligence official appeared to back up the judge's verdict by suggesting this case wouldn't jeopardize cooperation between U.S. and U.K. spy services. "This is a crucial intelligence relationship and will remain so," said George Little, a spokesman for the Central Intelligence Agency.

At the U.S. State Department, however, spokesman Ian Kelly declined to say whether releasing the information would damage the relationship with the British government. "I'll just say that this principle of the confidentiality of intelligence, sensitive information, is central to our intelligence relationships," he said.

The British concerns over denting U.S. cooperation are similar to those voiced by CIA officials earlier this year when the White House was debating the release of Justice Department memos on CIA interrogations.

CIA officials argued that releasing such information would harm relations with foreign intelligence services, which share intelligence on the understanding that it won't be made public.

In the Mohamed case, lawyers for the former detainee and several media organizations said the public had a right to know if Britain colluded in Mr. Mohamed's treatment by the U.S. The British government has denied charges made in the U.K. press that British intelligence officials were complicit in torture.

Jonathan Evans, the head of the MI5, Britain's domestic security service, delivered a rare public speech Thursday in which he denied his agency was involved in torture and said that al Qaeda plans to attack the U.K. had come to light through the interrogation of suspects by foreign intelligence agencies, including by the U.S.

Mr. Mohamed was arrested at the Karachi, Pakistan, airport in April 2002, allegedly while traveling with José Padilla, a U.S. citizen the Bush administration later accused of planning terrorist acts on American soil. Mr. Padilla was eventually convicted on unrelated charges.

After the arrest, Mr. Mohamed, who was born in Ethiopia and holds British residency, disappeared from view until 2004, when he was transferred to Guantanamo Bay. During that period, Mr. Mohamed says, U.S. agents took him to Morocco, where he says he was tortured by Arab interrogators.

The U.S. Justice Department said the U.S. categorically denies Mr. Mohamed was mistreated.

Mr. Mohamed's lawyers had requested all details held by the U.K. on his case. After initially refusing, the U.S. allowed intelligence documents to be shown in private to the lawyers.

Mr. Mohamed was released from Guantanamo Bay in February in what was seen as an early sign that President Barack Obama was following up on his promise to close down the prison.
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